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“The Key of the Kingdom” Poem Analysis
The poem “The Key of the Kingdom” is a clear depiction of the reality that imagination significantly influences our lives. The poet demonstrates that when we are kids, we imagine we can indomitably do anything. When we become old, realities and true realizations corrupt our minds and overcome our open-mindedness and the imagination that once drove our childhood. He adds that we could take everything we found and transform it into a shield, a sword, or a boat as children. Still, since our imagination deteriorates and becomes almost nothing when we are older, we cannot utilize our mind to imagine. 
In adulthood, doing things is no longer exciting as it was in childhood when it was just our imagination at work. For instance, the speaker says, "We possessed the key to a kingdom…" then he says, "Only children had the key…a world inhabited by goblins, ghosts, and ghouls…we help our castles made of TV boxes…" these lines indicate that as kids, we could create anything we wanted from the easiest materials, and utilize our imagination to makes events that only we could control. 
The title “The Key of the Kingdom” is metaphoric, conceivably originating from the bible verse Mark 16:19. The title refers to the wonderous phase of life wherein imagination and mystery have the free power to raise whatever imaginings seem right at the moment and in whatever manner a child's mind desires. The poem's keywords are "key" and "kingdom," which the poet uses symbolically. A "key" symbolizes the imagination we exhibit as kids. In the normal talk, a key refers to a tool by which one can access a structure. In the poem's context, imagination allows one to do anything they possibly desire. The “kingdom” implies a world filled with possibilities and imaginations. As we grow, we become short of imagination, or “Key”; hence, we cannot enter the “Kingdom.” When he says that only kids have the key to the kingdom, he implies that one must be a kid and possess an extensive imagination to have the symbolic "key" and enter the figurative "kingdom."
Another literary device the poet uses is hyperbole (Bakuuro, 2017). When he says, "To 20,000 leagues beneath the bathwater,” and “We did a zillion billion other brave," he is exaggerating the numbers. However, the poem is full of several other metaphoric phrases. For instance, the statement “We have lost the key." In the regular talk, this statement would imply losing the tool we use to open a structure. In the poem’s perspective, the narrator uses these words to imply that we are not children anymore; hence, as adults with responsibilities, we cannot experience the untroubled adulthood lives when we need to explore the world. 
Another metaphoric phrase is “And it has perished with the rust of misuse.” Literary, this phrase denotes an object that wastes form having been unused for long. In the poem’s context, this refers to the adult brain wherein imagination exists but is not utilized. Finally, the poem's last stanza is metaphoric. The term "graveyard" refers to something relating to death. in the poem, this refers to the end of one’s “youthful hopes,” “dreams,” and “experiences.” In conclusion, “The Key of the Kingdom” demonstrates that imagination plays a crucial role in one’s life. By distinctly revealing a child's creative potential, the poem illustrates how children can use anything and any setting to create whatever they want to by simply applying imagination. 
“I Sit and Look Out” Poem Analysis
Walt Whitman wrote the poem “I Sit and Look Out in the late 19th century, which marked the start of capitalism that tremendously impacted people's lives. In the manipulative rat race, human concerns, principles, and feelings were relegated while in response to the atrocities and misery around; people turned into indifferent observers as the title "I Sit and Look Out" echoes. The verb "sit" capitalization in the title indicates the observer's action (Whitman, Holloway, & Schwarz, 1932). It suggests that the onlooker is indolent and exhibits no sign of doing anything about the circumstances. His constant spot is also suggestive of his unworried confinement that is far detached from the frantic crowd. Besides, the notion of looking indicates his place of safety and security away from the ordinary world's suffering. The poet pictures such a tragic story of human life by feigning being an onlooker who observes everything yet does nothing to change circumstances. The poem illustrates a sad, dark, sorrowful, and corrupted world following World War II. It mainly focuses on the various kinds of social vices, including humiliation, oppression, injustice, exploitation, and sufferings of the poor the week in society. The poem's keywords are "I see," "I observe," "I hear," and "I mark," which mark the beginning of each line. Though the speaker "sits" and does not act to lessen anyone's misery, these keywords are an indication that he acknowledges the sufferings, which could also be a stride towards action. 
In “I Sit and Look Out,” the narrator is limited to his house’s four walls. When he looks out, he discovers that sorrow has consumed the world. It pains him to discover that some individuals are dishonourably oppressing other humans. Some youths commit disgraceful acts and then get remorseful once the actions are done. They become remorseful afterwards and secretly sob convulsively as they listen to their conscience's prick in silence. The narrator observes the poor mothers' predicament as their children neglect them, causing them to become distressed and die.
Additionally, he observes as husbands exploit, mistreat, and cheat their wives in addition to evil people enticing young women. He also sees a display of jealousy and afflictions of unreciprocated love among young lovers in society. The entire society suffers because of war, tyranny, and pestilence and the individuals who fight to uphold moral undergo torture, imprisonment, and handing and eventually become martyrs. Famine increases among the sailors, and to save the rest, they need to get rid of people one after another by throwing them into the sea.  He sees the humiliation and abuse of the poor, the workers, and Negroes by dominant, arrogant individuals who enslave them. The speaker looks at this sad display of life and remains silent. 
The poem's tone is pessimistic as the poet severely criticizes the human being oppression caused by their fellow human beings (Kao & Jurafsky, 2012). Though he neither endeavours to find out why humanity is suffering that much nor does he provide any solution to improve the situation, he is critical of the oppression. "I Sit and Look Out" exhibits apocalyptic imagery. The poet leads us into a world in which violence is prevalent as he observes how wars cause the deaths of many innocent people and make many youths convicts of war. Furthermore, he depicts the serious repercussions of war, the loss of millions of lives, and tyranny that damages a state. He endures the pain of watching prisoners undergoing torture and harassment, which denote the most extreme outcomes of fighting wars. The poem shows us how immorality has taken root and the brutality that reigns in the society we exist in. 
"I Sit and Look Out" mainly centres on the theme of oppression. The poet silently observes the people's sorrows caused by oppression, humiliation, and ill-treatment. He can hear the youth's uncontrollable cries from the frustrations and suppression of the World War's disillusionment, regretful and remorseful of his wrongs. Still in silence, the speaker pictures the mother in the lower classes, whose own children are taking advantage of and mistreating. The children ignore her in her critical state as she lies distressed, emaciated, dying in isolation, and desperate for affection and assistance. The speaker envisions more women mistreatment and oppression in their ill-treatment in the men’s hands when he observes the husbands cheating, mishandling, and mistreating their wives. The poet depicts husbands as deceitful and insensitive lovers who lure young women and heartlessly betray them. 
“I Know” Poem Analysis
The poem "I Know" is about the narrator's awareness of everything the dad does or anything that happens to the dad. Every time her dad does or experiences something, it leaves behind a hint in one form or another that informs the incident's speaker. Whenever she smells tobacco in his hair or his coarse jacket, she knows he has been smoking in his hut. Whenever she hears him taking long and slow breaths and stop snoring, she knows he is awake even before his morning alarm is off. Additionally, no Mennen can put off the sour smell that arises whenever her dad is under pressure to complete a work deadline. When her dad has been consuming oranges as he watches the TV, the speaker knows by the juices she notices on his chin, his t-shirt, which jump as he cuts through the orange peel. 
The dad also always tells her stories he thinks of as he rides by the sea wall. Moreover, every time he cries from recounting how the barbeque burst on the speaker's face as he was cooking burgers, she will know. The narrator acquired the ability to smell and listen following an incident in which her dad was cooking burgers and a barbeque burst on to her face. If only she had been keen to smell the barbeque and identify the sound it makes whenever it is ready to burst, she would have escaped the accident on her face. The speaker refers to that incident to illustrate the attention she gives to her dad, who seems to be old and need care and close attention. 
The poem sets an uneasy tone because it talks from a sense of worry, discomfort, and nervousness. Her inability to smell and listen instilled in her the sense of constant worry and alertness. Every time she has to be alert to identify her dad's state of being to ensure he is fine and undamaged. For example, she figures that if the alarm goes off before she hears her dad no longer snoring, he would be in danger, probably he would be no more. Hence, she is always alert to listen to his snores and breathes to ascertain that he is okay.
Additionally, she has mastered the art of interpreting situation through the simplest of hints that she encounters—for instance, her ability to tell when her dad has been smoking by simply smelling his jacket. In the poem, the terms hair and clothes are used symbolically. 
To the poet, the state of her father's hair or clothes denotes something she needs to know. For instance, it is through his hair and jacket that she can tell he has been smoking, she knows he has been riding outside through the state of his hair and his clothes, and also, she can tell he has been eating oranges by the presence of juice on his chin and his t-shirt. These are indications that whenever there is something unusual about her dad’s hair or clothes, she always can tell he has been up to something or something has happened to him. The second stanza of the poem also has an aspect of imagery. The speaker says that she knows when her dad has been working very hard under someone's deadline when no Mennen can keep away the scared sour smell. 
Sour smell denotes the stress, anxiety, and tension that comes with having not met a work deadline. In contrast, Mennen denotes any form of encouragement, consolation, or comfort that one may be trying to give to someone who is under any form of pressure. This stanza means that the speaker knows when her dad is working hard on incomplete work because no positive talk can stop him from stressing and experiencing feelings of anxiety. There is a shift after the sixth stanza when the speaker uses the words “after that.” These words help the reader to relate the 6th stanza to the rest of the poem by learning that the incident in stanza six was the cause of her listening and smelling skills we read in the rest of the poem. 
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